
Mark’s Message  -  Invitation from Preacher Mark 

Homecomings, I have found, are different things for different people.  Homecomings  are usually celebra-

tions, for example, high school homecomings are a celebration where  former students and teachers return to a 

special night of football against a rival, followed  by the election of a homecoming king and queen, followed by a 

dance.  Church homecomings are also celebrations whereby former members and families may gather to  

commemorate a  milestone in the church, dedication of a new building, or some other  event.  They are often 

annual events by many churches as just a celebration of the return  of past members to celebrate past memo-

ries.  For our upcoming homecoming at Fair  Grove Church, we have a somewhat different approach to this 

year’s homecoming  celebration. 

This year, we are celebrating a beautiful resurgence of the Holy Spirit.  No, the Holy  Spirit has not “left 

the building” as Elvis may have done many times.  I believe that the Holy  Spirit has been dwelling in the hearts 

of a remnant of the people of Fair Grove, waiting for  you to return.  If you are already attending services here 

or have recently returned, then I  am sure that you are aware of a different spirit, a different “feel” within the 

church.  The  Word is being preached, prayer has become a viable life-blood of the church, beautiful  music ech-

oes throughout the sanctuary and halls, and people are responding to the Holy  Spirit at work in their lives as 

well as at work in the church. 

God has a work for Fair Grove.  That work is simply to take God’s love to those who  are without Christ, 

to those who are in need of comfort and compassion, and reaching out  to those in our community who are less 

fortunate and who are in need.  As far as the “lay of the land,” Fair Grove Church is literally the church on the 

hill.  And Scripture tells us in Matthew 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world. A city (or a church) built on a hill 

cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it 

gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine  before others, that they may see your 

good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.   We  are THAT Church on a hill.   

I invite you, if you are actively attending and are involved in services somewhere  else, then, by all 

means, continue to faithfully support your church with your service.   However, if the Lord is leading you to re-

turn to fellowship with us, then believe me, we  welcome you back with open arms. There is a place for you 

here to serve the Lord in this  community and this city.  We invite you to join us  September 15 for our 11:00 

service and  “dinner on the grounds.”     Pastor Mark  

 Sept 2 - Church Office Closed

 Sept 3 @8am - Senior Breakfast at Sunrise - all are welcome!

 Sept 5 @10am -  Prayer Shawl in the Parlor

 Sept 15 @11am-  Please plan to attend our Homecoming service and join

us for a covered dish luncheon immediately following the worship 

service. Please bring your favorite covered dish to share.  We hope to 

see you there! 

 Sept 17 - Susanna Wesley Lunch at Sunrise

 Dec 15 @5pm - Christmas Cantata w/refreshments to follow in the FLC.

Also, please note that there is an open invitation to any and all who would like to meet to pray over the Sunday 
service at 10:40 am in the Prayer Room.    

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Mark.  
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Dear Friends,  
 

As part of our church family, we want to issue you a special invitation to attend our Homecoming Service this 

year.  Our Homecoming will be observed on Sunday, September 15th with the worship service beginning at 

11:00 a.m. where Preacher Mark Helms will deliver the sermon.  Immediately after the worship service there 

will be a luncheon in our Family Life Center, so please bring your favorite covered dish to share.  

During the worship service, we will remember in love and faith the following persons who have entered the 

church triumphant since last year’s Homecoming:  
 

Ruth Dorsett     October 15, 2023  

Tom Sink    December 16, 2023 

Charles Lyndon   April 4, 2024  

Barbara Harris    April 15, 2024  

Eddie Richey   June 8, 2024  

Arnold Fuller   July 13, 2024 
 

If you would like to make a special gift to the church, please make your check payable to Fair Grove Church and 

note on the memo line where you want your gift to be used. In addition to our General Fund, special funds in-

clude Capital Improvements, Backpack Ministry, Missions, Community Ministry and Youth. 
 

We look forward to seeing you on this special day.  Your presence will add to the joy of our time together.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Ashley Perdue, Chairperson    Mark Helms, Pastor  

Worship Ministries 

http://www.fairgrovechurch.org
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FOR PERIOD JANUARY - AUGUST 18 
YTD SS Attendance AVG                 20 

YTD Worship Attendance AVG                            92 

YTD Budget Offering                       $    152,292.14 

YTD AVG Weekly Offering                      $        4,614.91 

 

Needed each week to make budget        $       4,624.65 

 

GLEANING  
 

August:    308                  Year-to-date:    2658 
 

Non-perishable food items donated to Fairgrove Family  

Resource Center 

 

Have you… 
 

...moved?  ...changed your email address? 
 

...changed your phone number? 
 

Or, would you like to be added to our email list to receive the 

weekly announcement email? 
 

If so, please call us or send us an email with 

your updated  information! 
Make sure to check out our website:  www.fairgrovechurch.org 

and Facebook page:   www.facebook.com/fairgrovechurch/ 

Office Email:  fgcthomasville@gmail.com 

Phone:  (336) 475-2598     

Pastor:   Mark Helms      Email:  helmsmark39@yahoo.com 

Minister’s Office Phone:   (336) 475-3191 
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